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The state of California Environmental Protection 
Agency (Cal/EPA) developed a standard specification 
for monitoring and reporting VOC emissions for 
construction materials. This standard is CA-1350 
and provides the foundations for manufacturers 
to provide self-declared claims for low-emitting 
materials for offices and schools when tested by 
independent third party agencies.  The claims are 
used to earn credits in LEED®, CHPS, Green Globes 
and other building rating systems.

This standard has become the preeminent US protocol for evaluating and managing VOC emissions. This test 
method uses an emission chamber to measure VOC emissions over a two-week period.  Various algorithms 
are used to predict emissions for offices and schools. The resulting air concentrations are then rated against 
35 Chronic Reference Exposure Levels (CRELs) published by the California Office of Environmental Health 
Hazard Assessment. Compliance requires that emissions do not exceed ½ the allowable concentration limits.

Proto LoSmoke® PVC has been compliance tested by an independent third party laboratory and meets all Low 
VOC emission requirements for use in offices and schools. Test results for Proto PVC Fittings and Jacketing 
showed that no formaldehyde or other CREL VOCs were detected and no individual VOCs detected above 
their quantitation levels. Proto inserts also meet and exceed these criteria as tested per CA 1350 and as 
certified by GREENGUARD with a gold listing and product identification, 5817-420. Proto fitting and jacketing 
systems with or without inserts meet the low VOC requirements for LEED credits or points. A copy of the 
certificate of compliance is shown on the back of bulletin.

In addition, since no benzene was detected Proto LoSmoke® PVC is in compliance with CDPH/EHLB/Standard 
Method V1.2 and V1.1. 

Proto LoSmoke® PVC products, by design, are defined as Rigid and their formula does not contain plasticizers 
or phthalates and are not considered to be a regulatory concern. Other PVC products, which are defined 
as Flexible, contain plasticizers and/or phthalates and their formula has come under scrutiny by regulatory 
bodies. Proto PVC fittings and jackets being Rigid do not utilize any of these additives or compounds and has 
no known regulatory concerns.
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The physical and chemical properties of the products listed herein represent typical, average values obtained in accordance with accepted 
test methods and are subject to normal manufacturing variations. They are supplied as technical service and are subject to change without 
notice. Please contact customer service at 800.875.7768 to assure current information.
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